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Tok Pa: Accurate figures vital

‘Validated numbers needed for drafting policies to eradicate poverty’

- MALAYSIA
PRIHATIN

PETALING JAYA: An accurate
reflection of the country’s socio-eco-
nomic demographics is vital to the
national effort in eradicating pover-
ty, a task made tougher in the Covid-
19 economic landscape.

The government toak heed of this
and Increased the national poverty
line last year, the first review in 15
years.

Praised by many as a bold move,
the revision saw an increase of the
monthly household income from

RM980 to RM2,208; pushing the-

country’s poverty rate from 0.4% in
2016 to 5.6% in 2019.

Minister in the Prime Minister's
Department (Economic Affairs)
Datuk Seri Mustapa Mohamed (pic)
said studies conducted by his minis-
try estimated that the poverty line
income (PLD) could increase by 3%

beginning next week, I will go to
Kota Marudu, Sabah, with the nec-
essary team to validate the num-
bers,” he said.

Program Perumahan Rakyat
(PPR) is a government programme
to resettle squatters and provide
housing requirements for low-in-

come earners.
i said the PLI

due to the pand P g the
country’s poverty rate 1o more than
8% in 2020.

“We are informed that the figure
may be larger than reported and
therefore we will go to the ground
to see the actual situation,” he said
recently.

The higher number does not look
pretty, but for Mustapa, an accurate
reflection of the Malaysian liveli-
hood §s vital to draft effective poli-
cies to eradicate hardcore poverty.

*I want to ensure that data col-
lected on poverty is accurate. I will
head to the Taman Maluri PPR and,
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would be revised under the 12th
Malaysia Plan (12MP) to craft a
more targeted and focused
ngj:lmach to tackle poverty effec-
i

ly.
Mustapa, fondly known as Tok
Pa, said 2020 was a year of unprec-
edented challenges and with that,
the government had responded by
rolling out aids such as the EPF i-5i-
nar withdrawals, the wage subsidy
programme, loan moratoriums and
various welfare programmes.
“Most importantly, we realise
that we are not perfect. But, we lis-

PPRisag

People-centric develop
requirements for low-income earners.
ten to the people and this is a
responsive government,” he said.

To address the economic impact
on various sectors, the government
through the Economic Action
Council secretariat under the
Economic Planning Unit (EPU)
organised many forums with stake-
holders.

“We did our best and we believed
that we saved many lives and liveli-
hoods,” he said.

Mustapa added that the delayed
12MP was expected to see several
changes due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

*It is an ongoing process involy-
ing various engagements with

stakeholders, the private sector,
ministries and academics.

“The 12MP will focus on peo-
ple-centric development, address-
ing the Covid-19 economic fallout,
setting the country’s direction for
the coming five years, accelerating
economic growth and ensuring that
the nation's wealth s distributed
evenly and equally,” he said.

He also stressed that 12MP would
focus on reducing income gaps
nationwide and prioritising growth
in Sabah and Sarawak.

“12MP is nearly completed; it is
still undergoing some updating,” he
added.

On a positive note, Mustapa
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programme to resettle squatters and provide housing
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expressed optimism for 2021, say-
ing that with the national vaccina-
tion programme running, the path
to economic recovery should be
clearer ahead.

“With a caring government that
listens to the people, we will do our
best and we are confident that we
will achieve full recovery this year
compared to 2020," he said.

Efforts to
rehabilitate Felda
on the right track
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