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Amazon to invest US$6B in Malaysian cloud centre
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AMAZON TO
INVEST USS568

IN MALAYSIAN
CLOUD CENTRE

Country’s largest
tech investment to
date will have
spillover effects on
local SMEs

ASILA JALIL
PETALING JAYA
news@nst.com.my

MAZON Web Services

(AWS), the cloud com-

puting division of Ama-

zon.com Inc, will invest
US$6 billion in Malaysia by 2037,
with plans to launch the first
AWS region in the country.

This includes cloud computing
infrastructure with three “avail-
ability zones™ to run applications
and store data securely, with fast
access [0 AWS services.

The investment would be the
country’s largest technology in-
vestment to date, which would
have a spillover effect on local
small- and medium-scale enter-
prises, besides enhancing the
country’s competitiveness.

AWS had planned to launch 15
more availability zones and five
more AWS Regions, including in
Canada, New Zealand and Thai-

land.

The company said the new
AWS Region in Malaysia would
give developers, starf-ups, en-
treprencurs and enterprises, s
well as government, education
and non-profit_organisations a

ater choice in running their
applications, and serve end-
users from data centres in the

country.
The AWS Region would enable
customers with data residency
data securely

needs, and we are determined
this is the right time to invest in
this infrastructure here.

“we have seen a significant ac-
celeration in the pace of adoption
in recent years and increasingly,
our customers are telling us that
they like to run their workloads
closer and they would like to
have thelr data closer. So we fol-
lowed their requests,” sald AWS
regional managing director for
worldwide public sector in
Asean, Eric Conrad.

prime Minister
patuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim said the AWS
jnvestment would ad-
vance the country’s
Madani vision of a
highly skilled, inno-
vative, inclusive and
sustainable economy,
where wealth was
shared equitably.

“AWS Region in
Malaysia will further
accelerate transfor-

mation and the cre-
ive digital ser-

in the country, enable
roachieve even lower fatency and
meet demand for cloud services
across Southeast Asia.

“we chose Malaysia because
our customers are telling us that
they need and want additional
infrastructure to support their

0

UNIT KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT

ation of
vices which will secure a high-
performing, resilient infrastruc-

ture.

“With this new investment by
AWS, we hope to see an even
bigger increase in digital trans-
formation and digital trust in our
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Eric Conrad

society which will in turn lead to
a greater investment in
Malaysia,” he said in his speech.

Anwar added that the digital
economy contribution to
Malaysia's gross domestic prod-
uct stood at 23.2 per cent in 2021,
The government wanted to in-
crease this to 25.5 per cent by

“The investment will unlock
opportunities for local business-
es 1o explore globally how to
make a digitally en-
abled workforce, spur
job creation and de-
liver long-term eco
nomic growth,” he
said.

The new AWS Re-
glon would comprise
three avallability
zones at launch.
adding to the existing
99 zones across 31 g
ographic regions
globally.

AWS Regions con*
sist of availability
zones that place infrastructure in
separate and distinct geographic
locations, with enough distance

tosignificantly reduce the riskof

a single event impacting cUs
tomers’ business continuity, yet
near enough to provide low 12~
tency for high-availabiliry appil-

Economy Minister Razf Ramli (s
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ixth from left) and International

Trade and Industry Minister Tengku Datuk Seri Zafrul Tengku Abdul
Azlz (fourth from right) taking a picture with Amazon Web Services
vice-president of technology Mai-Lan Tomsen Bukovec (fifth from left)
in Petaling Jaya yesterday. With them are Deputy Communications
and Digital Minister Teo Nie Ching and Deputy Human Resources

Minister Mustapha Sakmud. (Inse

t) Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
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cations that use multiple zones.

AWS customers In Malaysia in-
cluded Astro Malaysla Bhd, Ax-
jata Group Bhd, Bank Islam
Malaysia Bhd, CelcomDigi Bhd,
Johor Corp, PayNet and Petro-
liam Nasional Bhd.

Public sector customers in-

ga Nasional Bhd.

SMEs like Baba Products, Car-
some, Omesti Bhd and StoreHub
were also building their business-
es on AWS to rapidly scale up
nationally and around the world.

As for employment opportuni-
ties in the country, Conrad said
the company would be looking at
the staffing of data centres.

cluded Asia-Pacific University of
& BeE-

T
ducation, Cybersecurity

a, the Statistics Depart-
ment, Higher Education Min-
istry, Pos Malaysia Bhd and Tena-

“We would also Include local
providers for the actual construc-
tion and development of overall
facilities,” he said.
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