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Innovative and inclusive plan

WIDE-RANGING

INNOVATIVE AND

INCLUSIVE PLAN

Measures to make
high-income nation
that takes care of its
people

KUALA LUMPUR
ALAYSIA unvelled its

yesterday, aiming to
transition the coun-
try towards an innovation-led,
high=income and value-driven
economy while providing an in-
clusive social system for the peo-

e.
pl‘l‘he 13th Malaysia Plan (13MP),
themed “Melakar Semua Pem-
bangunan® (Redesigning Devel-
opment), was tabled by Prime
Minister Datuk Serl Anwar
Ibrahim. It aspires to elevate
Malaysta into a high-income na-
tion that isamong the world's top
30 economies.

It targets annual economic
growth of between 4.5 and 5.5 per
cent from 2026 to 2030, and en-
visages RM611 billion in devel-
opment spending. Of this;
RM430 billion will come from the
government and state-linked
agencies, and RM131 billion is ex-
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and expand facilities and special
education for vulnerable groups.
To curb the rise in non-com-
municable diseases, the govern-
ment will expand “pro-health”
taxes on tobacco products and
liquor to drive behavioural
cf
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KEY PILLARS AND FOCUS AREAS

Artificial intelligence, innova.
tion, advanced manufacturing,
data centres and digital infras-
tructure have been given focus to
position Malaysia as a regiona)
tech hub.
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“(This includes) addressing the
rising cost of living, slow wage
growth; Transition to an ageing
nation, environmental degrada-
tion and the impact of climate
change,” he added.

Anwar said the government
would be Inclusive to ensure all
Malaysians benefit from the
country's development.

To boost education outcomes,
the government would review op-
timal school hours, evaluate the
effectiveness of speclal schools,
and enhance education models
for gifted and talented students,
Anwar said.

Preschool education will be
mandatory from the age of 5.

To ensure efficiency, preschool
0 feendary education will e
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anisation and the hiring of
Malaysians.

FORWARD-LOOKING PLAN

Experts laud the 13MP for mov-
Ing beyond traditional Infras-
tructure-driven development.

The emphasis on digital trans-
formation, inclusive growth, fis-
cal reform and strategic policy-
making is calibrated for a chang-
ing global landscape.

Universiti Malaya Adjunct Pro-
fessor Tan Sri Dr Sulaiman Mah-
bob said the plan focused on gen-
erating greater economic value
across all sectors,

“The strongest message was
about value creation.

“It means generating more
jehe entrepreneurship and high-

and manage inflation at two to
three per cent.

The country aims to be a re-
gional champlon and influential
global player of AL digital tech-
nology and renewable energy.

To this end, the National Al Ac-
tion Plan 2030 will drive talent
development, research and com-
mercialisation of technology.

Implementation of New Indus-
trial Master Plan 20230, National
Sclence Strategy and National
Energy Transition Roadmap will
be intensified.

The government is also consid-
ering nuclear energy.

Focus will be placed on
strengthening economic integra-
tion through free trade agree-
ments.
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