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13MP marks historic pivot towards ageing nation

13MP marks historic pivot
towards agemg nation

% Plan prioritises long-term
care, retirement reformand
social protectionas central
pillars of inclusive
development: Academic

BY HARITH KAMAL
newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: The 13th Malaysia Plan isa
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The plan reflects an urgent recalibration of

policy direction as the country braces to become |

an aged nation by 2043, according to Universiti
Putra Malaysia's Malaysian Research Institute on

Its director Assoc Prof Dr Rahimah [brahim  §

described the 13MP as a “major step forward” in
preparing for the demc shift.
“The plan is significant in terms of the
overnment’s commitment to long-term care
?LTC) and social protection reforms in
prepmlionfouged nation status.

“No change happens overnight, but these are ™
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bold steps in the right direction.”
For the first time, a national development
has explicitly prioritised long-term care as a
strategic policy issue.
“Under the plan, a dedicated enlﬁy wﬂl be
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conflated with clinical healthcare.
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phased and pragmatic rollout.

envisions a future in which senior adults remain acliveconmbmovs in
dynamic, multi-generational workspaces. - A/ GENERATED PIC BY AZURA ABAS/THESUN
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theirdally ~ enticing younger Malaysians into the aged care

sector remains a

“Will youths be drawn to the care industry?
Maybe ves - if there are clear wages, defined
meer prhveys anc & ey find satisfaction in

the work
“Like the chidcare industry before it, aged

d support for the
prop hybrid Employees Provident Fund
payout model - combining lump sum
withdrawals with monthly disbursements - as a

step towards a stronger social safety net.
While\mdalmlneqmlhiﬁlndlgpenslon
system persist, she said the new model was “a
Edﬂ:q) towards enhancing income security
“There’s a lot to unpack in the 13MP. But
what’sdwlszhudwswanmismlaw
treating ageing merely as a demographic rend
- i’s being seen as a transformative opportunity.
“We urge all stakeholders to view the shift as a
challenge to reimagine Malaysia as a mtz:
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