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JS-SEZ still poised for growth amid 19% tariff challenges
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JOHOR BARU: The 19% revised
tarifl rate by the Unlted
States an Malaysia will not deter
the Johor-Singapare  Special
Economic Zone (JS-SE2) from
attracting nvestments,

State Investment, trade, con-
sumer affairs and human resolure-
5 committes chairman Lee Ting
Ihl:n sald the revised tanfl rate

s pul Malaysia on equal
grounds to other regional gw
tries, such as Cambodia,
Indonesia and ilippines.

“Generally, the 19% revised
tartff rate is not that bad for our
country, as most neighbouring
countries have similar tariff rates,
with same even higher than ours.
The |SSE2 is still in o good posi-

situation a1 we are adapting to
the new rate, but with the ¢
eoaperation between Jahor and
the lederal governments, we will
continue .l:u m;l: ll:‘:‘ ]Is';?l'],
* he sakd when cantacted,
’m sald some sectors In Johor
would be affected by the revised
US tarifl rate on Malaysian pro-
duscts, ike furniture and rubber.
e said the tarill rate would see
rr\m of such products increase In
ihe American market, with con-
stimers there having to pay mare.
“But there are several sectors
that have been exempted from the
US tarifl. It includes semicanduc-
| tors, electrical and electronic

4

sectors, such & el
ucts.

“We are looking at how we can
complement
the [S-SEZ as the reglon’s engine
of growth,” he said.

Meanwhile, Universiti Tekno-
logi Malaysia's Faculty Manage-

ment associate professor Dr L
anthakumar said the revised tar-

tives to help them cushion the
impact of the new tariff rate.

“A tax incentive can help lower
our production cost o the
American market while main
talning its liry and make It
maore affordable 0 consumen
there,” he said

“This will help emaure that our
products are still in demand *
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